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Moral Evil 

Evil which is the result of the free 

choice and actions of free moral 

agents.  Evil such as war, murder, 

cruelty, abuse, discrimination, etc. 



Natural Evil 

Evil that does not involve human 

willing and acting, but is rather an 

aspect of nature that works against 

the welfare of humanity such as 

hurricanes, earthquakes, and 

diseases such as cancer  



The reality and presence of evil 

poses a critical problem to 

Christianity and our concept of 

God 



If God is sovereign, in control of 

everything, and God is omnipotent, 

capable of doing all things, why 

then does evil exist? 



ñIs he willing to prevent evil, but 

not able?  Then he is impotent.  Is 

he able, but not willing?  Then he is 

malevolent.  Is he both able and 

willing ï whence then is evilò 

 
David Hume 

Dialogues Concerning Natural 

Religion 



The presence of evil is a real and 

intellectual challenge to many 

peopleôs relationship with God ï it 

calls into question the relationship 

between Godôs power, Godôs 

goodness, and the reality of evil. 



How can all three be true and exist 

at the same time? 



Traditional Solutions / 

Answers 



Theodicy ï an attempt to 

show that God is not 

responsible for evil by 

modifying one of the three 

issues 


