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Eschatology: 

The Last Things 



Eschatologyé. 

Is the traditional study of the ñlast 

things and times.ò  It deals with the 

questions concerning the 

consummation of history and the 

completion of Godôs work in the 

world  



What happens between 

death & the 

Resurrection? 

The Intermediate State 



The Intermediate State 

Raises a critical and relevant 

issue ï Where are the dead? Are 

they reunited with loved ones? 

Are they watching over us? Are 

they in heaven? 



3 Contemporary Christian 

Views 



Soul Sleep or Soul Extinction 



Problems with Soul Sleep 

1. Biblical references to 

consciousness after death ï 

Lk 16:19-31, 23:43, 46 

2. ñSleepò = literal or 

euphemistic Jn 11:11,14 



Problems with Soul Sleep 

3. If the post-resurrection 

person is identified with the 

pre-death person through the 

body that is resurrected, 

what happens with 

cremation or organ 

donation? 



Purgatory 
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punishment for those who, 

departing this life in the Grace 

of God, are not entirely free 

from sins or have not fully paid 

the satisfaction due to their 
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