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Fred Julian Gunn was born on  
March 19, 1938 in Ringgold, Virginia. He was the oldest 
of two sons to the late Willie Henry Gunn and Louise 

Wimbish Gunn. He was baptized at a very young age. He 
attended Southside High School in Blairs, Virginia. Fred 

graduated from Norfolk State University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Education and later received a Master of 

Education degree in Secondary Educational Administration.

Fred was a man of few words, but when he spoke, people listened, as did Faye 
when he wooed her at Norfolk State. She would later become the long-time love 
of his life and wife. Together they had two sons, Kelvin and Rodney, who were the 
joy of their lives. Their sons brought even greater happiness to Fred with his nine 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. Fred was a very easy-going man and 
would do just about anything his grandchildren asked of him, even if his sons didn’t 
necessarily approve. One of his famous sayings was “You got that right!” and when 
people greeted him with “Good to see you Fred”, his response was always “It’s good 
to be seen!” This was his way of expressing his gratefulness and acknowledgment of 
being blessed with another day on earth.



Following Fred’s service in the US Army, he landed teaching 
jobs at John M. Langston High School in Danville, VA, and 
Rustburg High School in Campbell County, VA. He then 
invested 27 years at the nationally known “Titans” of TC 
Williams High School in the Alexandria City Public Schools 
in Alexandria, VA. He taught Industrial Cooperative Training 
(ICT) and was a sponsor for the Vocational Industrial Clubs 
of America (VICA).

On the first Sunday of the New Year in 1971, Fred joined 
the historic Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia, moving his membership from the Kentuck Baptist Church in 
Ringgold, VA. He became very active at Alfred Street where he served as a Trustee, attended 
Sunday School and offered his carpentry skills to renovate and manage multiple church 
properties. Among many activities outside of church, he was a Cub Scout father and a Life 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated®. Fred loved and supported his Alma 

Mater, Norfolk State University. For many years, he followed and 
cheered on his “Spartans” at the CIAA tournament whether in 
Hampton, Richmond or Norfolk. Regardless of the outcome, 
he found great joy in reuniting with college friends. In 1979 and 
again in 1984 Fred received the heart-breaking news that Faye 
had breast cancer. As a man of faith, his love did not waiver. 
God gave him the strength to care for his wife and children, 
while continuing to work. He was a true family man.

Fred will be remembered for the many roles that he has 
played while on his journey here on earth. He was a son who 
loved his parents and lived a life that made them proud, a 
husband who loved and cared for his wife in sickness and 
in health, a father who exemplified manly deeds and love 

for all mankind, a big brother who strived to be a role model 
for his younger brother, a grandfather and great grandfather who exuded pride in the 

accomplishments of his grandchildren and a friend who could be depended upon. Fred was 
also a skilled carpenter, entrepreneur, and educator. He was always there for many to give of 
his time, talents, and treasures.

He is survived by his two sons, Kelvin J. Gunn (Beverly) and Rodney D. Gunn (Natalie), 
brother Walter E. Gunn, nine grandchildren: DauVeen, Kyle, Kapri, Kolter, Kolin, Kayla, 
Darah, Zachary and Bryce, seven great-grandchildren: Brooklyn, Daubrey, Leila, Luce, Emrie, 
Omere and Grayer and a host of other relatives and friends.









Pallbearers
Jeffrey Lee

Andre Moore

Earl Stafford, Jr.

Daniel Randle

Elwood Lewis, Jr.

Brian Walker

Interment
Quantico National Cemetery 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021

Services Entrusted to
Pope Funeral Home 

2617 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20020

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Rev. Dr. Faye S. Gunn Legacy Scholarship which is 
administered by the Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation. Please choose “Rev. Dr. Faye S. Gunn” from the dropdown 

menu of scholarship donation options: https://www.alfredstreet.org/stewardship/asbc-foundation/#donate

If donating by check, please make your donation payable to The Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation  
with “Rev. Dr. Faye S. Gunn Legacy Scholarship” in the memo line and mail it to Alfred Street Baptist Church Foundation, 

325 S. Patrick Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.
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